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 ‘Without grammar, language does not exist. 

However, nothing in the field of language 

pedagogy has been as controversial as the 

role of grammar teaching’ (Nassaji and Fotos, 

2011) 

 

 ‘Differences in attitude to the role of grammar 

underpin differences between methods, 

between teachers and between learners’ 

(Thornbury, 1999) 



 ‘the over-emphasis on functions and 
notions…has eroded the value of grammar’ 
(Meiring and Norman, 2001)  

 

 ‘grammar is necessarily boring and to be 
avoided’ (Neather, 2003) 

 

Grammar competence should be developed 
within a framework of communicative 
processes (Pachler, Barnes & Field, 2009) 

WHERE DO YOU SIT AT PRESENT? 



You will have developed an awareness of 

where we are at, historically, in teaching 

grammar 

You will have had an opportunity to analyse 

three different approaches to teaching 

grammar 

You will have synthesised and made a 

decision as to which you wish to adopt in your 

own teaching 

BY THE END OF THIS PRESENTATION 



Grammar-translation method: explicit 

grammar instruction 

Communicative method: implicit grammar 

awareness 

Focus on Form: student centred development 

of a rule system 

GRAMMAR THROUGH THE AGES 



Rationale:                1980s focus on latin, writing, 

literary texts and translation 

 Analysis of form (phonology, morphology, syntax) 

over meaning (semantics) 

Development of system of rules based on structure 

of language 

 Teacher presents grammatical item with rule and 

explanation of form and meaning 

 Practice through controlled exercises  

 Production of the new grammar item 

GRAMMAR TRANSLATION  

EXPLICIT GRAMMAR INSTRUCTION 



 use and manipulate a variety of key grammatical 
structures and patterns….. 

 use accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation….  

 transcribe words and short sentences that they 
hear with increasing accuracy….  

 provide an accurate English translation of short, 
suitable material…. read literary texts in the 
language….  

write prose using an increasingly wide range of 
grammar and vocabulary….  

 and translate short written text accurately into 
the foreign language 
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 recognise and respond to key information, important 
themes and ideas in more extended written text and 
authentic sources, including some extracts from 
relevant abridged or adapted literary texts…  

 make appropriate and accurate use of a variety of 
vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some 
more complex forms…  

 translate a short passage from the assessed language 
into English…  

 translate sentences and short texts from English into 
the assessed language to convey key messages 
accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of 
language and structures in context 

GCSE 2016 



What countries have you visited? 

SPAIN 

FRANCE 

ITALY 

PORTUGAL 

IRELAND 
GERMANY 



Les pays 
Learning Objectives: 

  
 

All of you will be able to: 

 

name 5 countries confidently 

 

Most of you will be able to: 

 

name 7 countries using the correct gender (le, la, l’, les) 

 

Some of you will be able to: 

 

name 8 or more countries using the correct gender accurately and 

say where you come from in a sentence 



Les pays féminins  

La France La Belgique 

In French, some countries are feminine. This means 
they carry the article “LA” in front of them.  

Most countries that end 
with “e” are feminine. 



Les pays masculins  

In French, some countries are masculine. 
This means they carry the article “LE” in 
front of them.  

Le Portugal Le Mexique Le Canada 



Les pays pluriels  

Les États Unis 

Some countries are plural 
which means they end in 

“s”. They carry the article 
“les” at the front.  



Les pays avec apostrophe  

L’Angleterre L’Irlande 

If the name of the country starts 
with a vowel “le” and “la” turns into 
“l’ “   

L’ Ecosse 



D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 

Le verb venir 

je (I) viens 

tu (you singular) viens 

il/elle vient 

One way to ask questions is inverting 
the conjugated verb and the subject 
pronoun. 
Place the interrogative  word at the 
beginning of the question. 
 
Example:  
 

D’où viens-tu? 
 
 

Verb  Subject 
pronoun  

Interrogative 
word  
Where? 



D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 

Je viens de France 

Je viens du Portugal 

Je viens d’Angleterre 

Je viens des Etats-Unis 
 

Je viens  (I come from) is followed by a 

preposition. This preposition will be 

different depending on the gender of the 

country.  

Feminine country     DE 

Masculine country   DU 

Countries that start with vowel  D’ 

Plural countries     DES 

 



La France 

L’ Espagne 

L’ Italie 
Le Portugal 

L’Allemagne 

L’Ecosse 

L’Irlande Le Canada 

L’Angleterre 

Le Mexique 

Les États-Unis 



Remplis les trous avec le bon article: LE, LA, L’, 
LES. 
 Fill the gaps with the correct article for each country. 

•     Angleterre 

•       Canada 

•       Irlande 

•       Mexique 

•       Etats-Unis 

•       Portugal  

•       France 

•       Belgique  

•       Ecosse 

•      Espagne 

Can you notice any pattern 

at all for masculine, 

feminine and plural 

countries? Are there any 

exceptions? 



 

1. Je viens d’  

2. Je viens du 

3.  Il vient d’  

4. Tu viens d’ 

5. Il vient des 

6. Je viens du 

 

• Canada 

• Etats-Unis 

• Ecosse 

• Angleterre 

• Mexique 

• Espagne 

 

Match each sentence with the correct 
country.  

7.        vient des 

8.       viens de 

9.       viens d’ 

• Chine 

• Philippines 

• Egypte 

Fill the gaps with the correct pronoun and 
match the sentences with the right country. 



Speaking challenge 

• Walk around the classroom and ask your peers where 
do they come from and fill in the grid with their 
names.  
 

• When someone else asks where you come from, look at 
the picture of the country you have on the right-hand 
side of your card. 

 
Je viens… 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.spaintour.com/images/flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.spaintour.com/indexe.html&h=276&w=454&prev=/images?q=spanish++flag&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&sa=G


Plenary 

• Le Belgique  

• La Angleterre 

• Je viens de les États-Unis 

• Je viens du France 

 

                  D’où viens-tu? 

Correct the mistakes and explain in grammatical terms 

why. 



Les pays 
Learning Objectives: 

  
 

All of you will be able to: 

 

name 5 countries confidently 

 

Most of you will be able to: 

 

name 7 countries using the correct gender (le, la, l’, les) 

 

Some of you will be able to: 

 

name 8 or more countries using the correct gender accurately and 

say where you come from in a sentence 



 X  students use grammar 
but at the expense of 
being able to develop 
learning strategies 

X lack of student 
motivation 

X used to complement 
the examination system 

X students don’t know 
how to adapt and 
manipulate the rules in 
other contexts 

WHAT ARE THE PROS AND CONS OF THIS 

APPROACH? 



Rationale: 1988 – 2003 GCSE, four skills focus, 

topic based teaching, communication in an 

emerging global market 

Regular exposure to comprehensible input will 

lead students to acquire language 

unconsciously 

Use of target language to provide input of 

vocabulary and meaning 
 

COMMUNICATIVE METHOD 

NATURAL APPROACH 

IMPLICIT GRAMMAR AWARENESS 



 understand and respond to spoken and written 

language from a variety of authentic sources… 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and 

spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what 

they want to say,… 

 read and show comprehension of original and 

adapted materials from a range of different sources, 

understanding the purpose, important ideas and 

details,… 

 Learning a foreign language is a liberation from 

insularity and provides an opening to other cultures.  
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 develop their ability to communicate confidently and 

coherently with native speakers in speech and 

writing… 

 acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking 

through the ability to understand and respond to a 

rich range of authentic spoken and written material… 

 develop awareness and understanding of the culture 

and identity of the countries and communities where 

the language is spoken… 

 language contexts [will include] identity and culture… 

local, national, international and global areas of 

interest…current and future study and employment 

GCSE 2016 (DFE 2014) 



What countries have you visited? 

SPAIN 

FRANCE 

ITALY 

PORTUGAL 

IRELAND 
GERMANY 



Les pays 
Learning Objectives: 

  
 

All of you will be able to: 

 

name 5 countries confidently 

 

Most of you will be able to: 

 

name 7 countries using the correct gender (le, la, l’, les) 

 

Some of you will be able to: 

 

name 8 or more countries using the correct gender accurately and 

say where you come from in a sentence 



Quel pays est-il? 
C’est… 

La France L’ Espagne 



D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 

Je viens de France 

I come from France 



L’ Italie Le Portugal 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.paulnoll.com/Locations/visiting-Italy-flag.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.paulnoll.com/Locations/visiting-Italy.html&h=220&w=330&sz=2&tbnid=Q5UHxsSbvMYJ:&tbnh=76&tbnw=114&start=1&prev=/images?q=italy+++flag&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8


D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 

Je viens du Portugal 

I come from Portugal 

Le Portugal 



L’Allemagne L’Écosse 



D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 

Je viens d’Allemagne 

I come from Germany 



L’Irlande La Belgique 



D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 

Je viens d’Irlande 

I come from Ireland 



Les États-Unis L’Angleterre 



Je viens des États Unis  

Les États-Unis 



La France 

L’ Espagne 

L’ Italie 
Le Portugal 

L’Allemagne 

L’Écosse 

L’Irlande La Jamaïque 

Les États Unis 

L’Angleterre 



Look at the pictures and write in your books the 
correct country in French. 

 l’Espagne  l’Italie  l’Allemagne  l’Irlande   la France     l’Angleterre 
  Le Portugal  les États-Unis   l’Écosse        

EXTENSION 

Why do you think these 

countries have LE, LA, L’, LES 

in front of the word? What is the 

difference between them? 
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Look at the pictures and write in your books the 
correct country in French. 

EXTENSION 

Why do you think these 

countries have LE, LA, L’, LES 

in front of the word? What is the 

difference between them? 

 l’Espagne  

l’Italie 

l’Allemagne 

l’Irlande 

la France 

l’Angleterre Le Portugal 

les États-Unis 

l’Écosse 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.spaintour.com/images/flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.spaintour.com/indexe.html&h=276&w=454&prev=/images?q=spanish++flag&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&sa=G
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On pratique 
 
Match each sentence with its correct flag. 

Je viens d’Espagne Je viens du Portugal Je viens d’Angleteterre Je viens des États-Unis 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.spaintour.com/images/flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.spaintour.com/indexe.html&h=276&w=454&prev=/images?q=spanish++flag&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&sa=G


Speaking challenge 

• Pupils with card A: go around the room and ask other 
pupils the question you have on your card. 

  

• Pupils with card B: say which country you come from 
when someone asks you.  

 

Example: 

D’où viens-tu? 

Je viens … 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.spaintour.com/images/flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.spaintour.com/indexe.html&h=276&w=454&prev=/images?q=spanish++flag&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&sa=G


Plenary 

• Le Belgique  

• La Anglaterre 

• Je viens de les États-Unis 

• Je viens du France 

 

                  D’où viens-tu? 

Correct the mistakes. 



Les pays 
Learning Objectives: 

  
 

All of you will be able to: 

 

name 5 countries confidently 

 

Most of you will be able to: 

 

name 7 countries using the correct gender (le, la, l’, les) 

 

Some of you will be able to: 

 

name 8 or more countries using the correct gender accurately and 

say where you come from in a sentence 




X  students not always 
aware of the rules being 
identified in an implicit way 

X lack of accuracy in 
written and spoken work 

X students unable to make 
generalisations about rules 

X leads to rote learning and 
chunking 

X does not develop 
independent users of 
language 

WHAT ARE THE PROS AND CONS OF THIS 

APPROACH? 



Rationale: 2003 – present day; KS3 Strategy, 

MFL Framework, New National Curriculum, New 

GCSE, student independent learning and group 

work. 

Teacher presents an implicit focus on 

grammar through context input 

Structure is related to the function of meaning 

 Integrate grammar rather than separate 

Students invited to ‘notice’ the form  

Students to work out their own rule system, 

collaboratively 

 

FOCUS ON FORM 

STRUCTURAL APPROACH 



A high-quality languages education should 

foster pupils’ curiosity  

 It should also provide opportunities for them 

to …learn new ways of thinking 

speak with increasing confidence, fluency and 

spontaneity, finding ways of communicating 

what they want to say, including through 

discussion and asking questions, 

 Identify and use tenses or other structures…  

Write creatively to express their own ideas 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM 2014 



Deepen their knowledge of how language works…in 

order for them to increase their independent use  

Develop language learning skills to prepare them for 

further language study 

Develop language strategies, including repair 

strategies 

Manipulate the language, using and adapting a 

variety of structures with increasing accuracy  

Make independent, creative and more complex use 

of language 

GCSE 2016 (DFE 2014) 



What countries have you visited? 

SPAIN 

FRANCE 

ITALY 

PORTUGAL 

IRELAND 
GERMANY 



Les pays 
Learning Objectives: 

  
 

All of you will be able to: 

 

name 5 countries confidently 

 

Most of you will be able to: 

 

name 7 countries using the correct gender (le, la, l’, les) 

 

Some of you will be able to: 

 

name 8 or more countries using the correct gender accurately and 

say where you come from in a sentence 



Les pays   

Le Portugal 

Le Canada 

Le Mexique  
La France 

Le Portugal 

La Belgique 

La Chine  
L’Angleterre 

L’Espagne 

L’Irlande 

L’Ecosse 

Les Pays-Bas 

Les Philippines 

All the countries below have a small word before them. 
 
Hands down  
 
Reflect individually for 1 minute about the function/purpose of 
the small word before each country.  
Can you notice any pattern? 
 
When you finish, share your thoughts with the rest of the group. 

Les États-Unis 



LE  

Portugal 

Canada 

Mexique 

LA 

France 

Belgique 

Chine 

L’ 

Angleterre 

Irlande  

Écosse  

LES 

États-Unis  

Pays-Bas 

Philippines 

Les pays   

Masculine Féminine Apostrophe Pluriel 

C’est quel pays? 
C’est/ Ce sont… 



Je viens DE     

France 

Chine 

Suisse  

D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 



Je viens DU     

Portugal 

Canada 

Mexique  

D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 



Je viens D’     

Angleterre 

Irlande 

Ecosse 

  

D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 



D’où viens-tu? 
Where are you from? 

Je viens DES     

 

Pays-Bas 

Philippines 

  

Les États-Unis 



What pattern do you notice? 

Je viens 

Je viens 

Je viens 

Je viens 

DE     

DU     

D’     

DES     

France 

Chine 

Suisse  

Portugal 

Canada 

Mexique  

Angleterre 

Irlande 

Ecosse 

  

 

Pays-Bas 

Philippines 

  
DU + MASCULINE COUNTRY 
DE + FEMININE COUNTRY 
D’  + Country starting with VOWEL 
DES + PLURAL COUNTRY 

Les États-Unis 



La France 

L’ Espagne 

L’ Italie 
Le Portugal 

L’Allemagne 

L’Ecosse 

L’Irlande Le Canada 

L’Angleterre 

Les États-Unis 



La France   La Chine   Le Canada                       Les Pays-Bas   

Le Mexique  L’Irlande   L’Ecosse   La Suisse   Le Portugal    

 

Match each picture with the correct country.  
EXTENSION: create 4 

different lists depending on 

whether it’s masculine, 

feminine, plural... 

Les États-Unis 
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Je viens de  

Match each paper with the correct country. 



Speaking challenge 

• Pupils with card A: go around the room and ask other 
pupils the question you have on your card. 

  

• Pupils with card B: say which country you come from 
when someone asks you.  

 

Example: 

D’où viens-tu? 

Je viens … 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=www.spaintour.com/images/flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.spaintour.com/indexe.html&h=276&w=454&prev=/images?q=spanish++flag&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&ie=UTF-8&sa=G


Plenary 

• Le Belgique  

• La Anglaterre 

• Je viens de les États-Unis 

• Je viens du France 

 

                  D’où viens-tu? 

Correct the mistakes. 



Les pays 
Learning Objectives: 

  
 

All of you will be able to: 

 

name 5 countries confidently 

 

Most of you will be able to: 

 

name 7 countries using the correct gender (le, la, l’, les) 

 

Some of you will be able to: 

 

name 8 or more countries using the correct gender accurately and 

say where you come from in a sentence 



√ merges form and function  

√ Connects explicit aspects 

into meaningful language 

√ students work 

collaboratively to identify 

their own rules 

√ rules are more likely to be 

embedded in students’ minds  

√ prepares students to 

become autonomous learners  

√ Students learn strategies to 

deal with grammar learning 

and how to be more accurate 

X students do not always 

understand the rules they 

are creating 

X students do not always 

work well collaboratively 

and mess around or some 

may take the lead whilst 

others coast 

X the teaching of 

grammar is still mainly 

assessment driven rather 

than a process of 

learning 

WHAT ARE THE PROS AND CONS OF THIS 

APPROACH? 


